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Honus and Me 

Dan Gutman 

Setting: Louisville, Kentucky, present time period, and Detroit, Michigan during the 7th game of the 1909 

World Series.  

Plot: Through some kind of magic that occurs when Joe touches the T -206 Honus Wagner baseball card, Joe 

gets to travel back in time to the 1909 World Series.  

1. What position does Joe play on his baseball team? shortstop  

2. Why do some of the kids make fun of Joe? They insult him by telling him he looks funny and these insults 

make Joe strike out a lot.  

3. Where does Joe find the T-206 Honus Wagner baseball card? He finds it while cleaning out the attic for his 

neighbor, Miss Amanda Young.  

4.  Who owned the baseball card store called Home Run Heaven?  Birdie Farrell, an ex-pro wrestler 

5.  What did Birdie try to do when Stosh showed him the Honus card?  Birdie told him it was a different 

Wagner and offered Stosh $10 for it. 

6. Why is the baseball card supposed to be the most valuable card in the world? It was printed in the 1909-1910 

season by the American Tobacco Company. Honus Wagner was against smoking and demanded that the 

company stop printing his card, so only about 50 were ever sold.  

7. About how much money would the baseball card sell for? about $500,000, a half million dollars.  

8. Who purchased another Honus Wagner card for almost a half million dollars? Wayne Gretzky, of the 

Pittsburgh Penguins Hockey Team.  

9.  What position did Honus play? Shortstop 

10. What team did Honus Wagner play for? First, he played for Louisville, and then was traded to the Pittsburgh 

Pirates.  

11. What letter was missing on the baseball jersey of Honus?  “H”, it was Pittsburg with no H. 

12.  How did Joe test the man sitting at the desk to see if it was really Honus?  He got out the Baseball 

Encyclopedia with the statistics of Honus Wagner. 

13.  What did Honus tell Joe was the secret of being a great baseball player?  “The secret of being a great 

baseball player is to trick yourself into believing you already are one.” 

14.  Where did Honus work as a child?  The coal mines 

15.  When Honus tried out for the pros, what was unusual about it?  He tried out saying he was his brother will. 

16.  What was Honus’ dream after he made the big leagues?  To win the World Series 

17. What was the nickname of Honus Wagner?  The Flying Dutchman 
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18. When Joe travels back to the 1909 World Series, who does Honus introduce him as at the ballpark? His 

brother, Albert "Butts" Wagner. 

19. What teams played in the 1909 World Series and where was the seventh game held? The Pittsburgh Pirates-

played the Detroit Tigers and the seventh game was in Detroit.  

20. How does Joe get to play in the 1909 World Series game? Honus signals him to meet him, and they trade 

clothes. Honus had hurt his hand and let Joe bat for him as a designated hitter.  

21. Who is the star of the Detroit Tigers team? Ty Cobb.  

22.  What did Joe do at his bat?  He hit an inside the park homerun. 

23. How does Joe get back to his own time? By holding on to a present day baseball card that he had in his 

sneaker and wishing he was home.  

24. When Joe goes back in time, what else is changed? He is a grown up instead of a boy.  

25. How did Amanda Young know Honus Wagner? He was her boyfriend when he played in Louisville.  

26. What happened to Amanda Young when she disappears from Louisville? Joe has her hold on to the torn up 

pieces of the Honus Wagner baseball card and wish that she was back with Honus in 1909.  

27. How was the Louisville Slugger first made? A ballplayer for Louisville, named Pete Browning, broke his 

bat and his father, who was a woodworker and made butter churns, made him a new bat on his lathe. The next 

day Pete hit 3 home runs with his new bat and everyone on his team wanted one.  

28. Why did Birdie Farrell believe that the Honus Wagner card belonged to him? He had a different one in a 

frame on the wall in his store and it had been stolen.  

29. What had Joe decided to do with the baseball card he found? He had decided to return it to Amanda Young, 

who was its rightful owner.  

30. Why did Amanda Young tear up the baseball card? She thought it was silly for Joe and Birdie to be fighting 

over it and she had no idea of its value.  

31. How did Joe convince Amanda Young that he had really traveled back in time and met Honus Wagner? He 

had the other half of the picture of Honus and Amanda when they were in the garden. 


